
PRESS RELEASE

I, Matt Rowan, on Thursday, March 11, 2021, most regrettably made some statements that
cannot be taken back.

During the Norman High School girls basketball game against Midwest City, I made
inappropriate and racist comments believing that the microphone was off; however, let me
state immediately that is no excuse such comments should have never been uttered.

I am a family man.  I am married, have two children and at one time was a youth pastor. 
I continue to be a member of a Baptist church.  I have not only embarrassed and
disappointed myself I have embarrassed and disappointed my family and my friends.

I will state that I suffer Type 1 Diabetes and during the game my sugar was spiking. While
not excusing my remarks it is not unusual when my sugar spikes that I become disoriented
and often say things that are not appropriate as well as hurtful.  I do not believe that I
would have made such horrible statements absent my sugar spiking.

During this time I was with a colleague and friend Scott Sapulpa. Scott Sapulpa was not
the one that made these comments, it was me and me alone.  It is not my desire to shirk
my responsibility in this matter and I certainly do not want Scott Sapulpa to share in the
blame of this most unfortunate incident.

While the comments I made would certainly seem to indicate that I am racist, I am not, I
have never considered myself to be racist, and in short cannot explain why I made these
comments.

I offer my most sincere apologies for the inappropriate comments made and hope that I
can obtain forgiveness.  I specifically apologize to the Norman High School girls basketball
team, their families, their coaches and their entire school system.  Additionally, I offer my
apologies to OSSAA, and NFHS network.   further apologize to all involved in this situation
and simply to the entire sports community.

There are no other words to explain what occurred.  This is something for which I must
take responsibility; and I wholeheartedly accept responsibility for my words and actions. 
It is my sincere desire that I can obtain forgiveness for my actions and words.


